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STATE Of'NO~TH CARO~'NA
DEPARTMENT OFtTRANSPOFlTA'T/ON ;

P. O. 9-oX2S2;O1
RAUIGH!278f1-~C1 " .

JAMES G. ~~ARTlN THOr.lA5 J. HARRELSON
GO~~'tNOR SEi:RE::t'AA'(.," ,

., ' .
July ~5, 1992

,

Mr. James O. Masten -,

CCi.."f1al Wood Corporation
308 Eas't ~'th Street
Lu:be:rtcr. t 1fo:rt!1 C3.ro11na 2835?

Dear Mr. ~~a.sten:

Thar.k i.au for your J"I11 y 7 t 199? letter ~OIlt;~rn;ir.g t:--'e:, Use 0 =
"Trucks E:lte:-ing Hi&"hway'l =,oig':'%;i a.'t l.ogg~"1g S.:.te$ ttrcughout "~he

otate.

Trucks Entering iIigh'!'iay s~gns.~e, presently used whe,re st1.tdi~s,~907JI
that la:-ge volwaes of e..'1.te,r.i~ truck ~rf:1c pose hazar~ to ithe ";:'
mainline t::afflc. The~e aigns a:-~ ins,\::?-1.1e-d at. i:ldu;gtria.l, : '"
en-t;r~ce:3 or other ~e~manon't.'locit:ions with sianificant volum-es-of:

--t:ruck t:.-af:f1c. -

!he time span of a logging ope~at,ion 'can; range trom a matte~ :~f, -"
days Ol" weeks to -mont:hs or even ye~::~. ,. A typic;a;l c~-rati.o.n: ~urd ':" .

.'. , '" ~,
probably 1.~st: two to thr~ mon;tb.s,. The: fr@quency of arect-1:c;.n. "and' ~
re~oval Qf Tru~ks ~nte~incr Hiabway warn:in~ signs for these site~
would be ver~. burdensome to a~ highway forces. For this reason.
we recommend the No:-th Carolina Deparlm:ept of Transp.c:"t:a-cior".,
(NCDOT) not become a-ctively .tnvol:ved in the installation cf;the'!3c

slgnS.

We do. howe'J'e:-. recognize the jimporta.~C_J;: of arn.ing signs ~t. s.ojne,:,
logging- site entrances. ~e1:l~er a drl:~.eway or st~e;~t.co~n,ec~.ip~:'.-, ,-
is ~a.de to a State Highway S~'tem ro,~dl' .J!. d:-'j. 'J'e'fi~Y Ec.rin.i 1;; is~u~:d -,cy
NCDOT is reQUired tJr1cr to co~truc;t!.on;,cf tne dri"J~~Y. ,:A;~tacpe4
is a copy of the ~~1.ic-l. on, s:tiee:t: and -rlioivewa'", f..:cces;s' toNc~th -.:' .
Carolina R.i~h~a'.1s. Please re:t"er to:pa'g:e 9 of th-e ',pqilcy c.o.1:1c;erA.J;'~g, .-:
Te~porary S~eet Ar.d Dr i ve~av: A-ccess -P~~~m.1 t. We reC;:~ep:q t- ~s -pij;-r: ,of the permit approV'a..1 process, ~hat No.DO't :J).lstr;\ct Eng.inee'r:O' -

requi:-e Trucks Entering Hlghway signs ~e e:-ec-t::d "cy !.ogg.i~ 1::i::,m.s
a to s1 te5' whe::e ~1J.c;b. ~ ig-:-..5 :J.::e :c.eemed ~lJa;:i:ora.n't:ed by NCaaT. '!he'
erection of these signs C:'ould~be a condition of c:.=.iv~y permit
approval .

M £a'J11 Oopcl:'Jrnly I ~~iln~i'i' A!:~t" E.11:lcyer
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Mr. J~~ C. M:a~ten
July 15,1992
Page: 2

It is our understanding that 10g;:i\ng operators quite often dOcXlot
a~pl T to NCDOT tar tempor~r'T driv~wa.T p~t:roit~. ~cr: the sake of
highway safety, we. strongly urge ~o<J<Jing fi-rms to go through the
" ... Th O "; 1 " ' t tho ' b o l ' -fQ.rJ.veway.perm2t.: process. lS W'l.4 e..1.mJ.na; e e pOSSl J. J.t:; c

entrances being built in un.5afe la:c:a.tions. The logging firms

should. also consider the element Qf.liability associated with
vehicular accidents involving- logging trucks atouna~prove:d
entrances to lo99ins =ite~.

By oop:! of this lettar I .1 am aski-ng NCDOT's. .Division Engineers :to

consider, as a condition of permit a.pproval during the driveway
pe!11\it process, :a requirement ~ha~ logging firms erect Trucks
E:.'1teritL9 Highway ~i9n:IC at. locations whct"e, 1.:'1. t:.he judgement of
~iCDOT engineers, such signs would.be beneficial to highyay s-:afe:ty,

This action would ensure adequate warninlJ for motorist5 at
e~trances with less than desirable sight distances.

Loggi,ag tirIn5 could also adopt the practice of er:ec"ting standard.
T::ucks Enterin9 Eiqhway sic;ns on ~t:1te hi']"hW:l1 ri']"nts-of-wa:;" at

entrances to lagging operation sites. This practicewou.ld require
that an encroachment contract between the firm and NCDOT be
executed for post rnoUl'l.ted signs, For por~a:ble ground mounted
signs, an encroachment 2,greement would not be necessary.

If you wcnld like to discuss t~i5;mattet" further.. please let us
know and we will arrange for the appropriate NCDOT staff to ffleet
"#lith you. We very much appreciate your interast in this important
sa F ety mat - e r...'"-.

Yo\:rs truly,

1A,(i)'1-1I..,.~&x,.t..-L:-
Thomas J.. Harrelson

T J"d: h.s

Attacbme..'"lt

co: Deputy Secret.a-::]" Jake F. ~l.e:tande=
Mr. w. G. Marley, Jr.. F.E... state HilJ~wa.y Administrator
Mr. D. W. Bailey.r p .EO. 1 Chief Engineer -Operations ! '
Mr. J. T. Peacock, Jr" r.E., chief Ent;i'neer -Preconstrur:i;ion
Division Engineers

~.r. J. M. Lynch, 1'.E.1 State Traffic Engineer, . .
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